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MEDIA RELEASE

Charter Group say a Yes vote is essential

for Jobs and Workers’ Rights
The Charter Group held its Final Press Conference on the Lisbon Treaty today.

Des Geraghty, Chairperson of the Group said that “a Yes vote is essential for both Jobs and Workers’ Rights.  We need a strong Europe to help our economic recovery, he said, and that needs a Yes vote for the Lisbon Treaty.   Ireland’s future depends on export led growth and that needs a strong economy in Europe.   Only Yes can help to achieve this, and a No will only weaken Europe economically”.
Clare Tracey, Vice Chairperson said that “the idea of a Social Europe has always been important to Trade Unions when representing the interests of ordinary workers.   The Lisbon Treaty is an important new step towards a Social Europe that aims for full employment, social protection and combats social exclusion.   Workers’ can’t afford to lose out and should vote Yes”, she said.
Blair Horan, Secretary of the Charter Group said “that a Yes to Lisbon was the only way to secure the Charter of Fundamental Rights as primary EU law.  This opportunity will not come around again”, he said, “so a Yes vote was essential to promote Workers’ Rights”.

“Lies and Misinformation had been the stock in trade of the No side on the Minimum Wage and a so called race to the bottom on wages”, he said.

“Ireland had extensive Minimum Wage protection, not just a basic Minimum Wage of €8.65 per hour but higher legally enforceable minimum rates in a range of sectors such as Construction, Electrical Contracting, Printing, Hotels, Retail, Cleaning, Catering and Security.
These Minimum Wage rates must apply to all Workers’ in Ireland, irrespective of their Nationality. 
Workers’ are fully protected on pay and the Laval Judgement has had no impact here.  The claims of a race to the bottom, are just not factual”, he said.    This position has been confirmed in statements from both the Labour Court (September 18th 2009) and ICTU (September 28th 2009).
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