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MEDIA RELEASE

BEGG AND GILMORE URGE WORKERS TO VOTE YES

At a Joint Press Conference today, hosted by the Charter Group, Eamonn Gilmore, Labour Party Leader and David Begg, ICTU General Secretary, both called for a Yes vote as essential for jobs and economic recovery.

Des Geraghty, Chairperson of the Charter Group and former SIPTU President and MEP, said “ having a job was the starting point to secure the range of rights available from the Charter of Fundamental Rights.  We must pass the Lisbon Treaty to rebuild our economy and secure jobs”, he said.

David Begg, ICTU General Secretary, said “that there was nothing in the Treaty that was bad for workers, quite the opposite in fact, and the claims about reducing the minimum wage were false.  The Charter as part of EU law will make a difference, he said.
With 200,000 jobs already lost and unemployment predicted to rise further, we cannot afford to make matters worse by saying No to Lisbon.  Today economies rely on sentiment and confidence, and a Yes vote was needed to restore this, he said.

Future jobs and prosperity depended on Foreign Direct Investment and we need a strong Europe to take our exports, which will be essential for recovery, he said.  The real difference between Iceland and Ireland was the support this economy was getting from the European Central Bank.  It has to be a Yes to Lisbon to ensure economic recovery”, he said.

Eamonn Gilmore has issued a separate Media Release.

For further Information contact at:  Blair Horan – phone 087 2561888
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