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Media Release

Public Debate between Joe Higgins, MEP and Blair Horan, Secretary of the Charter Group

This takes place tonight, September 24th 2009 @ 7 pm in Wynns Hotel

On RTE Drivetime on September 10th Joe Higgins, MEP in reaction to the claim by Blair Horan that he had altered the text of Article 52 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights challenged Blair Horan to a public debate.

Summary of Blair Horan’s presentation on the Lisbon Treaty.

The Socialist Party is making a historically error arguing against the development of the European Peace Project.

Peace is the only secure foundation for the promotion of Workers’ interests.

I can understand the opposition of the likes of the UKIP (United Kingdom Independence Party) and Sinn Fein who automatically take a narrow nationalist perspective and object to the limited sharing of sovereignty that the EU involves.  

But the Socialist Party should be enthusiastic supporters of a project which guarantees peace and democracy on our Continent.   This is the essential starting point for promoting the interests of ordinary citizens and workers.
We have seen the dangers that promoting values with power brings with the Neo conservatism of George W Bush.  Hilary Clinton describes herself as a realist in international relations and the world seems calmer for it.   But realist theory holds that there is a continuum since the wars of ancient Greece to today’s World that allows fear and insecurity to result in war.  We saw that in the devastation of the World Wars in the last century.
Europe through the influence of French and German thinkers has aligned values not with power, but with Peace and Prosperity.   Europe started as and remains a Peace Project.
That is a platform that the Socialist Party should use to advance their ideas for working people rather than risking future conflict by trying to tear it down.  

The Lisbon Treaty contains values that are fundamental for working people when it includes in Article 3,  “promoting” a highly competitive social market economy, aiming at full employment and social progress.

The Charter of Fundamental Rights contains important Rights for both citizens and workers and is not constrained by competition policy in the way Joe Higgins, MEP has suggested.

It baffles me that anybody on the left can afford to risk losing the Charter in primary EU law.

Lisbon also adds new protections (Protocol) for public services to ensure that National provision is not affected by EU competition policy.
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For further information contact Blair Horan at 087 2561888
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